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1 Presentation

UNESCOMED Center

• Category II Centre under the auspices of UNESCO.

• Provide technical assistance (training, research, networking,

knowledge-sharing) to Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves.

• Only two within the Man and the Biosphere (MaB) Programme.

• Reference for public-private collaboration.

Declaration November 14th 2013

April 4th-5th 2014Inauguration



International Centre for the Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves
under the auspices of UNESCO – UNESCOMED Center

Private institution: 
ABERTIS FOUNDATION

International institution:
UNESCO

Academic institutions: 
CTFC and UAB

Political institution: 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT

UNESCOMED Center
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Location Headquarters: Castellet Castle, Barcelona

María Rosa Ferre
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2 Objectives

1

UNESCOMED Center

• To promote conservation of biodiversity and sustainable

development by strengthening the relationships between the

Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves.

• To become a hub of scientific knowledge and academic

programs for the dissemination of knowledge in the field of

environmental sustainability.

• To promote academic and scientific collaboration among the

Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves.

Terres de l’Ebre

Biosphere Reserve

Spain
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3 Strategic guidelines

3 Communication and environmental education

4 Documentation Centre

5 Establishing cooperation North – South – East - West

6 Strengthening links between academia, society and companies

7 Enhancing local and regional institutional relations in the 
Mediterranean scope

2 Academic and research dimension

1 Strengthening relations between Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves

UNESCOMED Center

Under the designation of Category II Centre for the Mediterranean
Biosphere Reserves a new challenge has been assumed defined by
the next strategic guidelines:
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Biosphere Reserves

• Designated under the intergovernmental MAB Programme (UNESCO)

• Involve local communities and all interested stakeholders in planning and
management.

• ‘Living Labs’ Learning places for sustainable development

Main functions

Conservation Sustainable Economic 

Development
Logistic Support
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Strengthening relations between Mediterranean 
Biosphere Reserves

Promotion of the Mediterranean Network of Biosphere
Reserves (MedMaB)

1

Background

• World Network: 727 biosphere reserves in 131 countries, including 22 
transboundary sites.

• Regional and sub-regional networks: key for the exchange of information 
and experience regionally.

• Thematic networks: share environmental, ecosystem, geopolitical and 
cultural similarities.

UNESCOMED Center

Algeria, Djurdjura Spain, Valles de JuberaPortugal, Paúl do Boquilobo



69 Biosphere Reserves

17 countries:

Albania, Algeria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Slovenia, Spain, 
France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Portugal, Jordan and 
Tunisia
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Strengthening relations between Mediterranean 
Biosphere Reserves

Creation of the Mediterranean Network of Biosphere
Reserves

1

UNESCOMED Center

• From the creation of the MaB Programme in 1971, different meetings were 
carried out in order to establish a network of Mediterranean BR:

▪ 1977 - 1r Seminario Internacional sobre Reservas de la Biosfera Mediterráneas (Antalya, Turquía)

▪ 1977 - Séminaire sur les réserves de la biosphère en région méditerranéenne: développement d’une base 
conceptuelle et d’un plan d’action pour l’établissement d’un réseau régional. (Cévennes).

▪ 1988 – 2º Seminario Internacional sobre Reservas de la Biosfera Mediterráneas (Montesquiu)

▪ 2015 – UNESCOMED launched MedMaB

▪ 2017 – 2nd Managers Meeting of MedMab

▪ 2021 – 3rd Managers Meeting of MedMab

▪ 2021 - 33rd session MAB-ICC: overview of current Thematic Networks, including MedMaB
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3 Strategic guidelines
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4 Documentation Centre

5 Establishing cooperation North – South – East - West

6 Strengthening links between academy, society and companies

7 Enhancing local and regional institutional relations in the 
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2 Academic and research dimension

1 Strengthening relations between Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves

UNESCOMED Center
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Academic and research dimension

Creation of the UAB Campus on Mediterranean 
Biosphere Reserves.

2

29/09/16: Opening session SAES Master 
ICTA-UAB: Global Change and Natural 
Protected Areas Specialization

4/11/16: Agreement between UAB and 
Abertis Foundation for the creation of 
the University Campus. 

UNESCOMED Center



Research & International projects 

Geopark H2020: Morocco – France – Spain

Secoco Project: Cévennes – Montseny

Erasmus+: Lebanon - Morocco
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Academic and research dimension2

Research with Masters and PhD 

Students. 

ICTA Masters. Global Change

International University Campus on Mediterranean 
Biosphere Reserves

UNESCOMED Center



CAPACITY BUILDING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AND APPLIED RESEARCH 

IN MEDITERRANEAN UNESCO´s BIOSPHERE RESERVES



Capacity Building for Higher Education and Applied Research in Mediterranean UNESCO Biosphere Reserves



Capacity Building for Higher Education and Applied Research in Mediterranean UNESCO Biosphere Reserves

Needs, challenges and problems: 

(i) Disconnection between academic activity and Biosphere Reserves reality 

(ii) Poor collaboration within the scientific community: monodisciplinary tradition 

(iii) Gaps in the legal framework and governance mechanisms for a sustainable 
territorial management 

(iv) The involvement of local communities is key to achieve a successful Biosphere 
Reserve 

(v) Margins of improvements in the readiness of graduates outside of the academia 

(vi) Need for sharing of experiences/practices between territories 

(vii) Urgency to promote culture of socio-ecological sustainability 

Universities can help overcoming such problematics!



Capacity Building for Higher Education and Applied Research in Mediterranean UNESCO Biosphere Reserves
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Capacity Building for Higher Education and Applied Research in Mediterranean UNESCO Biosphere Reserves

Wider objective: Strengthen, ameliorate and upgrade higher education and
applied research in Mediterranean BRs in Moroccan and Lebanese universities,
through networking and in collaboration with BR stakeholders

Specific Objectives:

- Promote the sharing of knowledge and experiences
- Promote the collaboration between academics and BR managers
- Enrichment academic staff, graduates and post-graduates competences in

MedBRs
- Enhance the multi/inter-disciplinary and collaborative character of education

and research in MedBRs
- Promote graduates employability through the connection with territories
- Exploit the IT potential
- Stimulate citizen’s involvement in MedBRs research
- Foster cooperation between Mediterranean universities on sustainable

development issues
- Promote the role of targeted HEIs as socio-environmental policy advisor on a

scientific evidence base



Capacity Building for Higher Education and Applied Research in Mediterranean UNESCO Biosphere Reserves

Production of Education Material

Nov 

2018

Nov 

2019

Nov 

2019

Nov 

2020

Nov 

2020

Nov 

2021

Dec 2018 Kick-Off Meeting
Mar/Apr 2019 Jabal Moussa’s 

Workshops

Late-Jan 2020

Winter School

Final Meeting

(& Report)

Jun 2021 the e-learning course 

is produced

Apr 2020 IT platforms 

are produced

Production of Education Material

Case-study Research

Case-study Research

Case-study Research

PREPARATION

Production of Education Material
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1 Strengthening relations between Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves

UNESCOMED Center



Communication and environmental education

• Events, seminars, scientific and academic meetings and
training activities.

• Mediterranean BR dissemination materials

3
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Languages: Spanish, French and 
English.

Available:
https://www.unescomedcenter.org/lib
ro-red-reservas-biosfera-
mediterraneas0/?lang=en

UNESCOMED Center

“The Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves 
Network”

It includes detailed information on the Biosphere 

Reserves belonging to the MedMaB network, 

discovering the particularities of each reserve at an 

ecological, sociological and cultural level, and 

highlighting its specific role in the protection of 

socio-ecological heritage.

https://www.unescomedcenter.org/libro-red-reservas-biosfera-mediterraneas0/?lang=en


Communication and environmental education

• Mediterranean BR dissemination materials

3
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Communication and environmental education

Mediterranean BR dissemination materials

3
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Upcoming materials

1. Paul do Boquilobo (Portugal)
2. Sierra Nevada (Spain)
3. Dana (Jordan)
4. Appennino Tosco-Emiliano (Italy)
5. Mount Carmel (Israel)
6. Arganaraie (Morocco)
7. Ichkeul (Tunisia)

Languages: Spanish, Italian, French, 
English, Arabic and Portuguese.

Available:
https://www.unescomedcenter.org/do
ssiers-de-reservas-de-la-biosfera-
mediateca/

UNESCOMED Center

https://www.unescomedcenter.org/dossiers-de-reservas-de-la-biosfera-mediateca/
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Joint Proposals among Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves

Awarded projects: 

5
Establishing cooperation North – South – East - West

10’000€/project    -- Awards ceremony October 2018   -- Project ending 1st July 2019 

2) Development a network of 
beekeepers coming from the different 
territories in the Mediterranean

Appennino Tosco-Emiliano (Italy); Terres de 
l´Ebre (Spain); Valleé du Fango (France);
Jabal Moussa (Lebanon); Djebel Bou-
hedma (Tunisia).

The purpose is to strengthen the 
collaboration between different honey 
producers and stakeholders, and promote 
their local and international recognition. The 
protection of the local economy will translate 
in the protection of the environment.
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Red MedMaB



https://www.unescomedcenter.org/

Thank you for your attention!


