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04 The Global Ocean – From Decline to Recovery

The central message we wish to highlight is that the global 

ocean is a key and constituent part of the life-support 

system of our planet, providing immense, and in some cases 

 

it as our collective shared obligation and responsibility to ensure 

that we leave to future generations a planet that is productive 

and plentiful. The negative consequences of what is taking 

place beneath the waves must be brought to the forefront of 

international decision-making on sustainability, governance  

and development. 

Moving Towards a Cycle of Ocean Recovery
The compelling evidence of ocean decline, in the high seas 

conscience and concern. The Commission was determined to 

to shifting from a vicious cycle of decline to a virtuous c ycle 

of high seas recovery. Our drive to turn things round – our 

and sometimes inspiring examples of sustainable and even 

by the availability of viable solutions stemming fr om the huge 

advances in marine science and understanding; the gr owing 

awareness and engagement of global citizens in ocean issues; 

and the new focus on the ocean within the global climate 

change and UN post-2015 global development debates. W e 

believe that the opportunity and time to addr ess the threats 

facing the global ocean is now. 

In the following pages we set out our proposals for reversing 

the cycle of decline. The eight proposals provide a carefully 

targeted rescue package for the high seas. The proposals form 

in governance, the lack of equity and sustainability regarding 

the use of high seas resources, and the new and emerging 

pressures that need to be pre-empted before undue harm is 

caused. In each case, we have seen what works and have 

been inspired by it. 

There are clear economic incentives for both the public and 

private sectors to take their responsibilities in the high seas 

more seriously. Without stronger governance and regulation, 

uncertainty will continue to pervade ocean-r elated industries 

gas and deep sea mineral extraction, the risks and liabilities 

will be hard to assess and control. Most of all, without urgent 

resilience against its impacts, the cost to the global economy 

will rise exponentially. We can continue to lay cables and ship 

containers across a dead ocean, but without paying attention 

to sustaining the life within it, we put our own lives and those  

of every living thing in peril.

We all have a clear responsibility to act, as the current stewards 

of this planet. We have an obligation to leave future generations 

a healthy and productive ocean, able to continue to give life and 

value to all humanity. Implementing the Commission’s package 

of proposals will allow us to meet this obligation head on and 

turn the tide towards a positive, productive ocean future.

1
UN Sustainable Development 
Goal for the Ocean – Putting  
a healthy living ocean at the 
heart of development 

5
Plastics – Keeping them  
out of the ocean 

2
Governing the High  
Seas – Promoting  
care and recovery 

6
 

Establishing binding 
international safety 
standards and liability 

3
 

Ending harmful high 
seas subsidies 

7
Global Ocean Accountability 
Board – Monitoring progress 
toward a healthy ocean 

4
Illegal, Unreported and  
Unregulated Fishing – Closing 
seas, ports and markets

8
Creating a High Seas  
Regeneration Zone 

Five Drivers of
Ocean Decline

1
Rising Demand 

for Resources

4
Climate Change,  
Biodiversity and  
Habitat Loss

2
Technological  

Advances

5
Weak High Seas  

Governance

3
Decline of Fish  

Stocks
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• 20152030: hoja de ruta de los 
próximos 15 años – 17 objetivos, 169 
metas  

• Océano (Objetivo 14): 10 metas 

• Objetivo “huérfano” (fragmentación) 

• Fiji Junio 2017 – Conferencia ONU 
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1. Para 2025, prevenir y reducir contaminación marina de todo tipo, en particular por  
actividades realizadas en tierra firme, incluidos los detritos marinos y la contaminación por  
Nutrientes 
2. Para 2020, gestionar y proteger de manera sostenible los ecosistemas marinos y costeros  
…evitar efectos nocivos importantes 
3. Reducir al mínimo los efectos de la acidificación de los océanos  
4. Para 2020, reglamentar eficazmente la explotación pesquera y poner fin a la pesca  
excesiva, la pesca ilegal, la pesca no declarada y no reglamentada y las prácticas de pesca  
destructivas 
5. Para 2020, conservar por lo menos el 10% de las zonas costeras y marinas 
6. Para 2020, prohibir subvenciones a la pesca que contribuyen a la  
sobrecapacidad de pesca y la sobreexplotación pesquera 
 7. Para 2030, aumentar los beneficios económicos que los pequeños Estados insulares en  
desarrollo y los países menos adelantados reciben del uso sostenible de los recursos marinos 
 Aumentar los conocimientos científicos, desarrollar la capacidad de investigación y 

transferir  
la tecnología marina 
 Facilitar el acceso de los pescadores artesanales en pequeña escala a los recursos marinos  
y los mercados 
 Aplicar derecho internacional reflejado en la Convemar 
 
 

 



Modernizar el Convemar  
para el Siglo 21  
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• CONVEMAR  (“Constitución del Océano”, 1982) 
inadaptado para los desafío del Siglo 21 

Acuerdo Alta Mar: “conservación y uso sostenible de la 
biodiversidad marina …”  
– Áreas Marinas Protegidas en alta mar 
– Estudios de Impacto Ambiental previos  
– Explotación de recursos genéticos marinos (acceso y reparto 

de beneficios) 
– Reforzamiento de capacidad e intercambio de información 

 
Negociación en curso desde marzo 2016  2018  
 40º Aniversario de Convemar 2022 

 



#BecauseTheOcean 

 

 
Informe Especial IPCC 

 
Fiji 2017 

 
Plan de Acción  

Océano-Clima 
(Marrakech COP22) 

 
 

Aruba – Australia – Canada - Chile – Colombia- Costa Rica- España – Fiji – Francia - Guinea 
Bissau – Kiribati – Madagascar -  Marruecos – Mexico -  Monaco- Nueva Zelanda-  Palao - 
Paises Bajos- República Dominicana – Senegal - Seychelles- Suecia…  
 



 

 

 

 

 
Twitter: @RemiParmentier 

www.vardagroup.org  www.globaloceancommission.org  

http://www.vardagroup.org/
http://www.globaloceancommission.org/

